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NORTHERN GREAT PLAINS



SCIENCE FOUNDATION: RANCHING CAN 

SUSTAIN HEALTHY GRASSLANDS



KEY ELEMENTS OF OUR WORK:

Engage and impact ranch operations at-scale to 

benefit people and nature

Protect at-risk lands and waters

Innovate through cutting edge science

Build partnerships that advance conservation at-

scale and respect people and livelihoods



Ranching, Conservation, Communities 
—a winning team!
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CONSERVATION TOOLS: MATADOR GRASSBANK

2020
20 Ranches 

~365,000 ac.

12,000+ 
AUMS: 
1,000 
Cow/calf + 
1,100 
yearlings

MATADOR RANCH AND GRASSBANK



Madylon Cornwell

CONSERVATION TOOLS: CONSERVATION EASEMENTS



EXAMPLE OF ALL THE PIECES COMING TOGETHER:  

SECOND CREEK RANCH PROJECT

PROJECT SUMMARY:
• TNC Buys 4,339 Acres east of Matador;
• Sell an easement to USFWS;
• Sell entire property in 3 parcels to neighbors;
• Neighbors sell easements on portions of their 

ranches to finance purchases;
• Families enhance their ranches (grass and 

operations);
• 13,000 acres of grasslands conserved.


